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Hello everyone,
I hope you’ve had a great winter sea-

son and had a chance to get your feet 
back on the ground before the craziness 
of the summer begins. Although we see 
summer as our “busy time”, it seems 
with all the planning and preparation 
that fall, winter and spring prove to be 
just as full.

Thank you to everyone who was able 
to join us at our fall workshop in Kanan-
askis. Unfortunately, varying pressures 
made it difficult for many members to 
attend. However, we believe the event 
was a success, having received positive 
feedback on the event. Hopefully those 
in attendance left with some new skills 
that will help them in the years to come.

This year’s spring conference theme, 
“Building our future together”, shows 
that, more than ever, we will need to 
work as a team with our colleagues, gov-
ernment, boards, students, staff and par-
ents to deliver learning spaces that will 
support our students as they develop and 
progress through our school programs. 
We truly are building our future together.

As well, we are continuing to work 
with the Alberta Education Health and 
Safety Association (AEHSA) as our part-
ners at the spring conference. Last year, 
they brought some interesting present-
ers, and it sounds like they won’t disap-
point this year. Great job, AEHSA. We 
look forward to working with you again.

At our annual general meeting, there 
will be elections held for various posi-
tions. Please speak with the executive if 
you think you would like to be part of 
our team. If you have any suggestions 
or ideas for the workshops, conference 
and our organization in general, please 
contact our executive. We enjoy hearing 
from you.

As we draw closer to and continue 
planning for our spring conference, I am 
reminded of Paul Rogers, a life member 
of SPOSA/AEFAA who served as our 
trades fair representative for more than 
25 years. He passed away in September 
and is truly missed.

As my term as president draws to a 
close, I would like to thank the executive 
for the work they have done. I would also 
like to thank you, our members, for your 
support. It is amazing how little time one 
year is! 

Sincerely,

Mike Lundstrom
AEFAA president F

AEFAA President’s Message
Mike lundstrom

products inc.

Gord Nicholson
(877) 722-9222
gordnicholson@telus.net

Don Cable
(877) 938-2936

cabled@telusplanet.net

www.schoolhouseproducts.com

WE HAVE IT ALL!
Schoolhouse Products Inc. distributes high-quality products 

right across Alberta from North America’s best manufacturers.

•  Audio-Visual Furniture

•  Classroom Furniture

• Computer Furniture

• Cafeteria Furniture

•  Early Childhood 
Furniture

• Library Furniture

• Lounge Seating

•  Music Room Furniture

• Office Furniture

• Office Seating

•  Staging and Choral 
Risers

•  Storage and File 
Cabinets

• Teacher’s Desks





FACILITY FOCUS • Spring 20166

By Tammy SchuSTer

two schools undergo 
rejuvenation for the 
next generation 

two of the oldest schools in southwest-
ern Alberta are about to get some major 
upgrades.

The Magrath and Stirling Schools, 
part of the Westwind School Division, 
are at different stages of planning and 
construction that will bring each facility 
up-to-date to better suit the changing 
needs of teachers and students.

“All modernizations are done to the 
latest code,” says Dennis Baker, direc-
tor of operations and maintenance 
with Westwind School Division. “These 
schools date back to the 1950s, and these 

two are the oldest in the school division.”
As summer approaches, the modern-

ization of Magrath School is about to 
undergo its first transition.

With construction of the new 
1,000-square-metre CtS (career and 
technology studies) building scheduled 
for completion in May, eight classrooms 
will move into this new building so 
modernization can begin on the rest of 
the school, which will be done in two 
phases.

Baker says by dividing the school into 
two sections, half of the students will be 

moved into the CtS building, so mod-
ernizations can begin in the fall. When 
the first phase is complete, students will 
move into their newly modified space 
while the other half of the student body 
will have their turn in the CtS building 
while Phase 2 gets underway.

The new building also creates more 
opportunities for the old space in the 
current structure.

“By moving the CtS out into a new 
building, we were able to find area inside 
the school to create a black box theatre 
and to redevelop the library as a com-

Magrath School gathering area.
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munity library to a greater extent than 
we would have been able to otherwise,” 
says David Cocks, principal architect at 
FWBA Architects in Lethbridge. “The 
partnership with the town of Magrath 
has been a huge benefit to the project.”

In partnership with the town of 
Magrath, the school library will undergo 
an expansion and amalgamate with the 
Magrath Public Library. This move will 
be beneficial to the students and the 
community with a bigger facility and ex-
tended hours.

“One larger library with one board of 
directors is much more efficient than 
having two smaller libraries with two 
boards,” says Baker.

The K-12 Magrath School operates as 
two separate schools, Magrath Elemen-
tary School and Magrath Junior/Senior 
High School.

“There are always challenges accom-
modating the different age groups, in-
cluding the size of the students,” says 
Cocks. “We designed facilities that 
would serve and be appropriate for el-
ementary-age children as well as high 
school-age children.”

Cocks says the elementary school will 
have its own lunchroom that will double 
as a gymnasium, and the high school will 
have a larger gathering space specifically 
designed for the older students.

“The Westwind School Division 
was OK with spaces that blurred the 
lines between the elementary and high 
schools with lots of shared spaces as well 

as spaces specific to each age group.”
The general contractor for the 

Magrath School project is Ward Bros. 
Construction Ltd., and the school mod-
ernization is expected to be complete in 
fall 2018.

Another modernization set to take 
place within the Westwind School Divi-
sion is Stirling School in Stirling. Still in 
the planning stage, the upgrade to the 
K-12 school will potentially include a 
new 600-square-metre gymnasium that 
will increase the seating capacity from 
250 to 700 people. The old gym would 
then be converted into new spaces, 
which will give the school more flexibil-
ity.

“It’s very similar to Magrath School 
in that it’s a full-facility modernization,” 
says Cocks. “They have a small gym in 
the existing school that doesn’t have the 
proper ceiling height.”

He says adding a new gym to the 
school will open up extra area within 

the existing building that can be used for 
other purposes.

“We are creating designs for some 
much-needed project centres and a 
black box theatre space in the old gym-
nasium for use by the school and the 
community.”

The Stirling School modernization 
has an estimated completion date of fall 
2018.

Baker says each school has met all 
the criteria for modernization and gone 
through value management with Alber-
ta Education and Alberta Infrastructure, 
which helps determine the scope of the 
project.

“The value management brings to-
gether all stakeholders, so you get a lot 
of good input up front in determining 
what the needs are and what needs to be 
done,” he says. “It’s a good process.”

Westwind School Division has 14 
schools in its division, with approxi-
mately 4,800 students. F

Photos credit of fWBA Architects.

Magrath School library.
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Stirling School exterior.

Stirling School interior.“ We are creating designs 
for some much-needed 
project centres and a 
black box theatre space 
in the old gymnasium for 
use by the school and the 
community.”

David Cocks,  
principal architect at FWBA
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Before settling into his position with 
Westwind School Division in Cardston, 
Dennis Baker was a journeyman carpen-
ter by trade and a director of engineer-
ing and operations for Glacier national 
Park Inc. for 12 years, working in Glacier 
Park, Montana.

nowadays, Baker, who has been with 
the school division for seven years, is the 
director of operations and maintenance, 
overseeing all of the custodians and 
maintenance personnel; taking care of 
service requests; and overseeing capital 
projects, modernizations and new con-
struction. Baker is also in charge of the 
safety training in the school division.

Baker was initially a journeyman car-
penter, running his own business as a 
contractor for 20 years. Afterwards, he 
moved on to Glacier national Park. His 
third career change to date led him to 
Alberta, dealing with facilities, mainte-
nance and students.

“Glacier Park Inc. is a public corpo-
ration whose whole purpose is to bring 
profit to shareholders,” Baker says. 
“Working for the school division is 

working for the government. It’s a whole 
different attitude of the organization. 
We’re trying to provide for the students 
in our school division with the monies 
allocated by the provincial government. 
We’re trying to make the dollar go as far 
as we can.”

At Westwind, Baker says he’s been 
heavily involved with the division’s main-
tenance crews, working on IMR projects, 
which Baker says is a special capital fund 
provided by the government.

“If we do it ourselves, we’re able to 
get a lot more done for the amount of  
money we have instead of contracting 
things out,” Baker explains. “We’ve made 
a lot of improvements with that IMR 
funding.”

In addition to working with the Wes-
twind School Division, Baker is also the 
secretary-treasurer for the Alberta Edu-
cational Facilities Administrators’ As-
sociation (AEFAA). His duties include 
keeping track of all the funds, making 
sure that the association receives the rev-
enues it’s entitled to and paying the bills, 
to name a few. Baker says it has been a 
rewarding experience for him, working 
on the AEFAA executive.

“We’ve done some different things to 
help raise money, like inviting exhibitors 
to come to our fall meetings that we have 
in Canmore,” Baker adds. “We have im-
proved the bottom line.”

Baker is also a family man. He and his 
wife have four children and 12 grandchil-
dren.

“[Family is the] no. 1 priority in my 
life,” Baker says proudly. F

By cindy chan

a man with 
many hats
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AEFAA held its annual fall workshop 
at the Delta Lodge at Kananaskis. The 
event started off with a trade show held 
on the evening of Oct. 21. Thirteen ex-
hibitors were in attendance, and they 
sponsored a very successful event. This 
was the second consecutive year that 
AEFAA has put on the trade show com-
ponent of the workshop, and it appears 
the exhibitors and delegates are anxious 
to see this tradition continue.

On Thursday, Oct. 22, nancy Loraas 
of next Level Leadership facilitated an 

all-day session on many topics, such as 
communication, representational sys-
tems and the power of knowing. She has 
been a tremendous asset to our mem-
bership over the past few years, and we 
appreciate all the information and tech-
niques she has bestowed on us.

During Thursday’s lunch break, Gord 
Rajewski of Williams Engineering gave 
a presentation called “Roofing 101”. His 
presentation discussed the basics of the 
types of roofing that can be used on our 
facilities. This was the first of many “101” 

series sessions that we plan to do at our 
workshops. Future presentations will in-
clude mechanical, electrical, safety, cus-
todial and BMS, just to name a few.

Friday’s session consisted of Julianna 
Cantwell of JUnA Consulting deliver-
ing an informative session on the cur-
rent challenges in the human resources 
field. This session was incredibly well-
received, and we look forward to her re-
turn at the annual spring conference in 
Red Deer held from May 16 to 19 this 
year. F

aefaa fall  
workshop highlights
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This fall, there will be a brand new el-
ementary school in north Lethbridge.

The Blessed Mother teresa Elemen-
tary School of the Holy Spirit Roman 
Catholic Separate Regional Division no. 
4 was approved by the Alberta govern-
ment in 2013. Construction for the K-6 

school began in January 2015 and is slat-
ed to be completed in September 2016. 
The school will be a one-storey build-
ing with 17 classrooms, six of which are 
modular classrooms. Other features of 
the school include a library, music/fine 
arts space, a central gathering/group 

project space and a gymnasium. The 
maximum capacity of the building is 450 
students.

According to Alberta Infrastructure, 
construction is ongoing and the proj-
ect is on schedule. Once construction 
is complete, the school board will install 
computer systems and networks, fur-
niture and equipment for the 2016-17 
school year.

“The City of Lethbridge’s partner-
ship with the government and the 
school board will increase the size of 
the gymnasium by 200 square metres,” 
tracy Larsen of Alberta Infrastructure 
says. “This additional space provides  
students with more room for physical 
education activities and school events. 
It also allows the facility to open after-
hours for use by community groups or 
for hosting community sports tourna-
ments.”

“These types of partnerships offer 
unique opportunities that benefit stu-
dents and the community at large, bring 
students and residents together and help 
build a stronger sense of community,” 
Larsen adds.

The government and the school 
board are also partnering with Leth-
bridge Family Services, who will have a 
classroom in the school to use for office 

By cindy chan

blessed Mother 
teresa elementary 
school is ready  
for its first day
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space. This arrangement provides stu-
dents and/or their families close access 
to help provided by Family Services, 
should they need it.

Susan taff, principal of taff Architec-
ture Ltd., says she and her team were in-
volved in the design of the school. How-
ever, this project was a little bit different 
than a traditional project, according to 
taff.

“There is a bridging team and a de-
sign-build team. As the bridging archi-
tect, we were hired by Alberta Infra-
structure to develop the design with the 
school board. We remain with the proj-
ect until it’s finished, working with the 
design-build team to ensure our design 
is reflected in the built school. Essen-
tially, we are the client’s advocate,” taff 
explains, adding that they visit the site 
on a monthly basis.

taff says every space is a learning 
space in the school to encourage collab-
oration. For example, many classrooms 
are connected but separated by sliding 
glass walls, and corridors are widened 
in parts to create flexible learning areas 
outside of classrooms.

Since this is a Catholic school, taff 
says her team worked together to en-
sure it had a strong Catholic identity. 
Through the entrance into the main 
part of the school, there is a long gath-
ering area that goes through the middle 
of the building. At the end of the area is 
a glass wall which features the sign of 
the cross.

“Through there, we have an outdoor 
courtyard that we’ve created, which 
will be the outdoor learning space,” taff 
says.

The school is being constructed to 
meet a minimum LEED Silver certified, 
which is required for all new Govern-
ment of Alberta facilities.

Previously published in the 2016 issue of 
the Lethbridge Construction Association 
magazine, the official publication of the 
Lethbridge Construction Association. F



Poster contest 
emphasizes safety

Grade 1 poster winner.

Annually, the Alberta Student transportation Advisory Council (AStAC) sponsors the School Bus Safety Poster Contest for all kin-
dergarten to Grade 6 students across Alberta. The contest runs during School Bus Safety Week, which occurs during the third week 
of October. The theme for the 2015 School Bus Safety Poster Contest was “transportation is cool, when you take the bus to school”.

All recipients received their picture professionally framed along with a plaque to hang in their school. The winners of each grade 
category also received a $50 Indigo gift card and a cheque for $100 for a school field trip. Honourable-mention winners received a 
$25 Indigo gift card. The theme winner received a $50 Indigo gift card. F

Grade 2 poster winner.

Grade 3 poster winner.

FACILITY FOCUS • Spring 201616



Poster contest 
emphasizes safety

Grade 4 poster winner.

Grade 5 poster winner.

Grade 6 poster winner. Kindergarten poster winner.

AltaFab.com  /  780-955-7733  /  1-800-252-7990
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Custom design and modular  
construction of education facilities.
Financing and lease-back plans available.

From new construction to school expansion to transportable classrooms,  
Alta-Fab can help you meet your growing demand.
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As part of an evolving commitment to 
provide students with the best education 
and facilities, the Government of Alber-
ta, working with Jen-Col Construction, 
ACI Architects and Workun Garrick 
Partnership Architecture and Interior 
Design Inc., has recently opened two 
new replacement schools in the ham-
lets of neerlandia and Joussard that will 
serve their local communities for gen-
erations to come.

Both replacement schools, located 
just metres from their original build-
ings, were finished in December of 2015. 
While both buildings feature similarities 
in overall design and construction, each 
was carefully tailored to ensure that it 
best met the needs of their respective 
communities.

The replacement Joussard School, a 
K-6 facility with a maximum capacity 
of 300 students, is a modern L-shaped 
facility built with structural steel and 
masonry block, and features two wings 
connected to a spacious central atrium 
with clerestory lighting that creates a 
welcoming first impression when walk-
ing into the school.

“The big feature is that versatile gath-
ering space, which will allow so many 
different events to happen in the school,” 
says Jen-Col project manager Shane 
Heintz.

Opposite of the front entrance is a 
large set of glazed doors leading directly 
into the library, which features promi-
nent 5.4-metre-high glazed windows 
facing southeast, pooling in an abun-

dance of natural light into the library 
while facing out into a scenic grove.

As part of a vision to become a wel-
coming space for community events, 
a large 430-square-metre gymnasium, 
located just off of the main lobby, can 
serve a plethora of functions. Ed Oram, 
bridging architect with Workun Gar-
rick, states, “Attached to the gymnasium 
is a music room that opens up into ei-
ther the gym or the central atrium, so 
they can use it as a performance stage. 
It’s a very versatile area.”

The exterior – a stucco finish with 
contrasting blue accents, further defined 
by a stone masonry trim that reaches up 
to the base of the windows – was pro-
vided by Complete Masonry Ltd.

Students moved into the replacement 

The communities of Neerlandia and  
Joussard welcome replacement schools
By STeven meSSner

building new schools 
and bright futures
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neerlandia Public Christian School on 
Dec. 15, 2015. An important feature of 
the 2,749-square-metre building is the 
flexibility to accommodate changing 
enrolment needs through the addition 
of modular classrooms. With the instal-
lation of three modular classrooms, the 
new school opened for a capacity of 275 
students in kindergarten to Grade 9. 
More modulars could be added in the 

future, to accommodate a maximum ca-
pacity of 300 students.

Similar to the Joussard School, the re-
placement neerlandia Public Christian 
School features two separate wings with 
a spacious atrium acting as the heart of 
the school, connecting its most impor-
tant rooms in one central area.

“Accessibility is the atrium’s greatest 
feature,” says Lisa Gehring, the school’s 

principal. “It’s really building an even 
stronger sense of community.” She is 
quick to praise the flexible design of the 
drama and math room, which include 
collapsible partitions that allow the 
space to fill a multitude of purposes for 
both the school and the community.

In accordance with the Government 
of Alberta’s requirements, both schools 
have been constructed to meet a mini-

building new schools 
and bright futures
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mum LEED Silver certification, thanks to 
efficient ventilation systems and gener-
ous use of natural light. By building to a 
LEED Silver certification, each school is 
also expected to save one million litres of 
water every year due to use of advanced 
plumbing fixtures, says John Keating, a 
project co-ordinator at Workun Garrick.

Demolition of the old schools, han-
dled by All West Demolition Ltd., is al-
ready well underway. For the students 
and staff, seeing the old buildings taken 

down is both exciting and a little sad.
“We’re so excited to be in the new 

building,” says Gehring, “but it’s a tug of 
the heartstrings to see the old one go.”

As the communities of Joussard and 
neerlandia settle into their new schools, 
the Government of Alberta remains res-
olute in its mission to provide the best 
learning environments for its students. 
Spokesperson for Alberta Infrastructure 
tracy Larsen states, “These new and 
modernized schools are representative 

of the Alberta government’s commit-
ment to provide Alberta students with 
quality education in the best facilities 
possible. These schools will benefit and 
help build strong Alberta families and 
communities for many years to come.”

Previously published in the 2016 issue 
of Building the Grande Prairie & 
Peace Region, the official publication 
of the Grande Prairie Construction 
Association. F

• GYMNASIUMS
• DANCE FLOORS
• GAME LINES
• RE COATS

www.crownsportsfloors.ca
crownsportsfloors@shaw.ca
Toll-free: 1-888-961-1400
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Our Vitocrossal 200, CM2 gas-fired condensing 
boiler – featuring the Viessmann technology you 
know and the performance and value you expect. 

�� Vitotronic 300, GW6B Touch Screen control 
with integrated single and master boiler 
functionality

�� Common Venting up to four boilers now available

�� Thermal Efficiencies up to 97%

�� Ideal for large residential or commercial 
applications with inputs up to 2245 MBH 
(single)/17,960 MBH (cascade up to 8 boilers)

�� Generous heat transfer surface area/heat 
input ratio with 316Ti stainless steel heat 
exchanger to maximize heat extraction

�� Extremely low NOx emissions from fully-
modulating Viessmann pre-mix cylinder burner

�� Seamless integration of Viessmann control 
technology and building management systems

�� Multiple venting possibilities with pre-installed 
air intake kit for direct or chimney venting (PP or 
stainless steel) up to 200 ft.
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electronic conversion
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9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Golf starts at 9 a.m., Alberta Springs. 

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.   Meet and greet with pizza and snacks.

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Partners’ meet and greet.

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Opening ceremonies. 
  Keynote speaker – Ryan Walters.

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch with partners.

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (a) new member orientation.

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (b) AEHSA session – Fire stopping by Hilti.

2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. trade show – Sports theme.

8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.   Karaoke – Delegates/exhibitors/partners.

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. JUnA Consulting.

REFRESHMENT BREAK

10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  JUnA Consulting (cont’d).

AEFAA 2016 AEFAA 
Conference & Trades Fair
Building the Future Together

May 16-19, 2016 at the Sheraton Hotel & Convention Centre 
3310 50 Avenue, Red Deer, Alberta, Canada

monday, may 16

TUESday, may 17

WEdnESday, may 18
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LuNCH BREAK

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (a) Panel discussion – Best practices – Caretaking.

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (b) Panel discussion – Best practices – Maintenance.

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (c) Panel discussion – Best practices – OH&S.

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Banquet and casino.

8:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Breakfast.
  Zone meetings.

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  AGM.

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch. 
  Closing ceremonies. 
  Draws.

THURSday, may 19
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This fall, class will be in session for two 
new schools in the Grande Prairie re-
gion. St. Catherine Catholic School, the 
K-9 school located in the Grande Prairie 
community of Royal Oaks, and St. Mary 
Catholic School, the K-9 school located 
in Beaverlodge.

A third school in Grande Prairie’s Ar-

bour Hills, a junior to senior high school, 
is beginning the tendering stage and is 
scheduled to open in the fall of 2018.

Alberta Infrastructure says the govern-
ment is addressing the need for schools 
in high-growth communities. These new 
schools represent the government’s com-
mitment to provide students throughout 

Alberta with a quality education in the 
best learning facilities possible.

“We’re still quite a young city,” says 
Karl Germann, superintendent of schools 
with Grande Prairie and District Catholic 
Schools. “Looking at our demographics 
report, Grande Prairie is expected to gain 
another 1,800 kids over the next 10 years.”

New schools in Grande Prairie taking 
education facilities to superior heights
By Tammy SchuSTer

communities 
of learning 
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St. Catherine Catholic 
School, royal Oaks, 
grande prairie

The new K-9 school will give as many 
as 700 students the ability to attend 
classes closer to their growing Royal 
Oaks community.

This school’s features include a two-
storey library, two science labs and a 
dance studio.

Rather than the traditional hallway 
lined with classrooms, flex spaces allow 
students and teachers to flow in and out 
of classrooms for project work while cre-
ating a sense of community.

The most unique feature of this school 
is the dramatic theatre-style stairway, 
which widens as it descends into the 
main gathering area on the first level, 
creating more work areas for students.

“The original design criteria for the 
central stairway included building it 
using concrete,” says Derek Sampson, 
technical manager at BR2 Architecture. 
“We found a more economical way to 
construct it using structural steel, with 
concrete topping.”

BR2 Architecture in Edmonton was 
responsible for developing the technical 
side of the initial floor plan, originally de-
signed by associate firm Group2 Archi-
tecture. Sampson says his team worked 
within the parameters of the original 
design, and assessing the project manual 
and design drawings made it construct-
ible.

Because the school was the last to be 

1200, 10117 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5J 1W8
P: 780.428.1575  F: 780.428.0326  W: workungarrick.com
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announced by government, it had to be 
completed within 14 months to allow 
for a fall 2016 opening.

With an internal team dedicated to 
education facilities, Andrew Ross, vice-
president of Clark Builders in northern 
Alberta, says they are on track to hand 
the school over in July.

“We have a great program, team and 
subtrades,” he says. “The project has 
been very well-scheduled to drive effi-
ciency.”

Local contractors used on this project 
include Cameron Electric Ltd., Standard 
Roofing & Exteriors Ltd., Complete Ma-
sonry and Reco Construction Ltd.

St. Mary Catholic School, 
Beaverlodge

The new K-9 school will house up to 
300 students and will replace the cur-
rent facility built in 1957. Alberta Infra-
structure says they determined it would 
be more efficient and cost-effective to 
replace the school rather than make 
extensive modernizations to the old 
school that would meet today’s educa-
tion requirements.

The school will have an expanded 
gym, community kitchen and food lab 
and a traditional shop to complete in-
troductory automotive work or wood-
work.

The multi-purpose music room is 
built to flex into the main gathering area 
and into the gym. With moveable walls 
that can open up to the gym and into 
the main area, the space can be used as 
an event centre.

Working on two timelines, Jen-Col 
Construction Ltd. is on pace to have 
the school completed by June and then 
demolish the existing school over the 
remainder of the summer.

Interior construction at St. Mary Catholic School in Beaverlodge, Alta.

We install and service all our products in addition to 
architectural specification writing, custom fabrication 
and assisting in the design of our clients' facilities. 

 

Sales   ~   Installation   ~   Service 
Preventative Maintenance Programs 

www.cpdist.ca 

TOLL FREE

888-875-9090
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“It’s a typical design-build project,” 
says Rene Dubeau, project manager. 
“The school was designed the meet the 
requirements determined by Alberta In-
frastructure.”

The design-build firm, ACI Archi-
tects, is designing seven schools in 
northern Alberta, and Jen-Col is work-
ing on this project as part of a two-
school package with another replace-
ment in Sexsmith.

A combination of local subtrades, as 
well as trades from Edmonton and to-
ronto, were awarded this project, in-
cluding Wilmar Drywall, Peace River 

Heating Ltd. and Shamrock Site Ser-
vices.

Arbour Hills  
Catholic School,  
grande prairie

This yet-to-be-named junior/senior 
high school will house up to 1,000 stu-
dents. The school will be going to tender 
this spring and is currently expected to 
open in the fall of 2018.

The Arbour Hills school is designed 
to promote open learning communities 
and facilitate creativity and innovation. 
Six separate areas acting as flex spaces 

can hold up to 25 students in each and 
allow classroom teaching to flow in and 
out of these spaces.

“The end design has resulted in some-
thing that responds to the mind, body 
and spiritual needs of the students, staff 
and community,” says Heather Bretz, ar-
chitect at Stantec. “It will be a hub for 
the community to experience art, educa-
tion and wellness.”

The Alberta government currently has 
approximately 200 schools under con-
struction or modernization throughout 
the province.

Albertans can track the progress of 
school infrastructure projects under-
way in their communities by visiting  
projects.alberta.ca.

Previously published in the 2016  
issue of Building the Grande Prairie & 
Peace Region, the official publication 
of the Grande Prairie Construction 
Association. F

“ We’re still quite a young city. Looking at our 
demographics report, Grande Prairie is expected to  
gain another 1,800 kids over the next 10 years.”

Karl Germann, superintendent of schools with  
Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools
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It’s not even complete yet, but Cop-
perwood Elementary School is already 
opening its doors to community mem-
bers of Lethbridge.

Students from kindergarten to Grade 
5 will be able to attend the school for the 
2017-18 school year. Groundbreaking 
took place in July 2015, and the building 
is currently under construction. Accord-
ing to Bob McMann, manager of opera-
tions and maintenance for Lethbridge 
School District no. 51, as of the begin-
ning of February, the structural steel was 

being completed, while block work start-
ed two weeks ago. Roofing is scheduled 
to start Feb. 16.

Don Lussier, associate superintendent 
of business affairs for the same school 
district, describes the new school as a 
state-of-the-art, one-level facility that 
has an initial capacity of 500 students but 
is built to fit 600. Lussier explains that 
first he’ll need to see how the enrolment 
numbers are for the 2017-18 school year.

David Cocks, the principal architect 
on this project from FWBA Architects 

(formerly Ferrari Westwood Babits Ar-
chitects), says the LEED Silver standard 
school has about 20 project centres, an-
cillary rooms and classrooms, which in-
cludes modular classrooms as well as in 
the standard construction core building 
construction.

“There’s core capacity for 12 modu-
lars to be added on,” Cocks says. “We’re 
adding eight initially, with room for four 
more in the future. The majority of the 
building is permanent construction.”

Other features of the school include a 

School gym open to not only students and 
teachers but also to Lethbridge citizens
By cindy chan

copperwood 
elementary school 
embraces community
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large, open gathering space which will be 
naturally lit through surrounding clere-
story windows and a learning commons. 
The gymnasium has been expanded 
another 200 square metres because it 
is not exclusive to those attending Cop-
perwood Elementary School. According 
to Lussier, the school has partnered with 
the City of Lethbridge to allow commu-
nity members access to the school gym 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. through a joint use 
agreement.

“That benefits the community,” Lus-
sier says. “The joint use agreement also 
covers the grounds as far as sharing the 
cost of irrigation and maintenance of 
those grounds.”

The Family Centre is also a partner 
and will support families with young 
children right in the school. Its early 
childhood and family support programs 
aim to give children under the age of six 
the best possible start into their lives.

Lussier explains there was a great 

need for another elementary school in Le-
thbridge, hence the construction of Cop-
perwood Elementary School.

“All of our schools were over capacity,” 
he says. “There was a dire need for a new 
school, plus the Copperwood area was 
growing at an immense pace.”

Previously published in the 2016 issue of 
the Lethbridge Construction Association 
magazine, the official publication of the 
Lethbridge Construction Association. F

www.castertown.com
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The quality of a learning environment 
has a direct effect on the productivity of 
students. Things like noise, temperature 
and odour are subtle sensory attributes 
of an environment which can have dra-
matic influences on students’ concen-
tration and willingness to learn. These 
days, more and more building operators 

and educators are becoming aware of 
the hazards of poor indoor air quality 
(IAQ), and how it relates to absenteeism 
and the lack of engagement of students. 
For those who work and learn in envi-
ronments that have poor IAQ, chronic 
illness and sick building syndrome come 
to mind.

From a review of studies regarding 
IAQ in schools, researchers came to 
the alarming conclusion that “…based 
upon the current ASHRAE ventilation 
standard, many classrooms are not ad-
equately ventilated” (Daisey, Angell 
& Apte, 2003). The culprit is the heat-
ing, ventilation and air-conditioning 

By andre LeBLanc

the effects of 
indoor air quality 
on learning 
environments
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(HVAC) system of a building. HVAC 
systems are sensitive mechanisms 
which, when properly designed, main-
tained and filtered, make the indoor 
atmosphere clean and comfortable to 
work in.

However, when buildings become 
poorly ventilated, IAQ problems tend to 
occur, such as:
•  CO2 buildup (which can cause tired-

ness, headaches and nausea);
•  Mould growth (which can adversely 

affect respiratory health); and
•  Buildup of volatile organic com-

pounds (which can exacerbate exist-
ing medical conditions like asthma).
The good news is researchers have 

determined that improving ventilation 
in classrooms can result in drastic im-
provements of students’ attitude towards 
work, alertness and math skills. Based 
on testing of several pupils’ comprehen-
sion, math and overall engagement in 
classrooms with differing levels of venti-
lation, it was observed that “…improved 
ventilation has beneficial effect on pu-
pils’ learning performance” (Bako-Biro, 
Kochhar, Clements-Chroome, Awbi & 
Williams, 2007). to summarize, IAQ is 
one more “piece of the pie” that makes 
up the learning environment which edu-
cators should be aware of.

Of particular importance to the qual-
ity of a building’s HVAC system is the 
correct use of air filtration systems. 
According to a national Air Filtration 
Association (nAFA) study, “recirculat-

ing HVAC filtration was predicted to 
achieve the greatest risk reductions at 
lower costs of operation than equivalent 
outdoor air ventilation, particularly for 
MERV 13-16 filters” (Azimi & Stephens, 
2013).

The following are recommendations 
for school HVAC systems to ensure 
clean indoor air:
•  Design HVAC systems with mainte-

nance in mind;
•  Use air filters with a MERV 13 rating 

and inspect filter banks to ensure no 
there is no leakage or air bypassing the 
filters;

•  Conduct periodic IAQ audits; and
•  Implement a preventative mainte-

nance program to regular inspect and 
change out filters.
For more information regarding spe-

cialized air quality solutions and IAQ in-
dustry standards, contact B.G.E Service 
& Supply (The Filter Shop).

Andre LeBlanc is the marketing co-
ordinator for The Filter Shop, a family-
owned manufacturer and provider of 
air quality solutions. The Filter Shop 
has spent 48 years partnering with 
and educating Canadian school plant 
officials about the importance of clean 
indoor air for the health and well-being 
of building occupants.
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The community of High Level is grow-
ing, and to better serve the needs of 
the community, the High Level Public 
School Skills Centre is growing right 
alongside it.

A series of sweeping renovations are 
currently underway to not only provide 
students with a more capable school, 
but also supply them with the tools they 
need to help launch into a successful 
career. Central to this endeavour is the 

modernization and expansion of High 
Level Public School’s career technology 
studies (CtS) program.

“Everything coming out of this mod-
ernization is just an excellent benefit to 
the students and their education, and to 
our whole community,” says High Level 
Public School principal Scott Leys. “We 
wanted to build a regional skills centre 
that would include after-school training. 
People won’t necessarily have to leave 

the community to get their practicums 
and education into various trades.”

The Government of Alberta an-
nounced approval of the High Level 
Public School Skills Centre moderniza-
tion project in 2014. The Fort Vermilion 
School Division is managing the project 
and awarded the project to Edmonton-
based Jen-Col Construction in 2015. 
Jen-Col has been working closely with 
OnPA Architects, the school division 
and the Alberta government to create 
a new vision of the school that would 
best serve these needs. In addition to 
the new CtS expansion, renovations 
include a new kitchen, student-gath-
ering area, a more welcoming lobby 
and a fire-safety sprinkler system, all of 
which will be handled over four phases 
to minimize disruption of the school’s 
operation.

The new CtS addition will add 350 
square metres to the school, creating 
ample room for six welding booths and 
an autobay for a new auto mechanic 
program. natural light from clerestory 
windows will spill into this space creat-
ing an engaging working area for stu-
dents and the community.

In order to accommodate the 7.4-me-

A modern school to meet modern demands
By STeven meSSner

Renovations at High 
level Public school 
equip students for 
careers in trades
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High Level Public School
Skills Centre Addition
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High Level Public School
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tre height of the new addition, struc-
tural joist members are being added to 
the existing lab to handle the increased 
load from snowfall, along with new mill-
work and a complete overhaul of the 
mechanical systems of the space. The 
new addition is being constructed with 
metal cladding and architectural block, 
featuring a striking blue-painted accent 
on the exterior that matches the school 
colours.

“The new addition and improvements 
to the CtS area will provide a great op-
portunity for students to investigate and 
make effective career choices,” explains 
lead architect Asma Javed. “The intent 

is to create a resource that will increase 
high school completion and provide a 
smooth transition into post-secondary 
education and training.”

While the new CtS addition will 
equip students to enter into exciting 

careers for generations to come, Leys is 
quick to praise the other features of the 
renovation and modernization effort, 
seeing them as an immediate benefit 
to further establishing the school’s wel-
coming culture.

Rooms will be demolished near the 
administration office, opening up the 
central lobby and transforming it into 
a social space that sets the tone for the 
whole school. Students will also be re-
ceiving a redesigned gathering area 
closer to the new kitchen. This location, 
complete with adjustable partitions and 
a new stage, will be a flexible space that 
can fill a multitude of purposes.

“It really gives the students a place 
they can call their own,” Leys says.

Previously published in the 2016 issue 
of Building the Grande Prairie & 
Peace Region, the official publication 
of the Grande Prairie Construction 
Association. F

“Everything coming out of this modernization is just an 
excellent benefit to the students and their education, and 

to our whole community. We wanted to build a regional 
skills centre that would include after-school training.”

Scott Leys,  
High Level Public School principal
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The Whispering Ridge subdivision north 
of Grande Prairie will soon be welcom-
ing a new school for students in kinder-
garten to Grade 8.

Community members and school 
administrators are thrilled for the new 
Whispering Ridge Community School 
project to begin.

“not only will the new school in 
Whispering Ridge reduce bus ride times 

for young rural students, it will also al-
leviate some of the pressure felt at Harry 
Balfour School, a facility which saw [a] 
significant enrolment increase during 
the past school year,” says Sheldon Rowe, 
superintendent of Peace Wapiti School 
Division in Grande Prairie.

The new facilities are expected to offer 
plenty of space for students and teach-
ers, with the total core of the building 

plus eight modular classrooms equaling 
approximately 7,035 square metres.

This state-of-the-art school is designed 
and constructed to LEED Silver standards.

Although floor plans will not be avail-
able until after a tender is announced, 
Whispering Ridge Community School 
will include a naturally lit library located 
near the front entrance, several breakout 
learning spaces throughout the school to 
provide students and teachers with a quiet 
place to work and study as well as a cen-
trally located gymnasium. A playschool 
facility will also be incorporated into the 
Whispering Ridge Community School 
after funding to support the concept was 
announced in December of 2015.

The design and architecture for this 
$24.5-million project was done by Ed-
monton firm tkalcic Bengert. no tender 
has been announced for the school as of 
yet, as the selection process is still under-
way. Once a tender has been chosen, a 
construction start date will be announced 
soon after.

The Whispering Ridge Community 
School is expected to open in December 
2017 and anticipates to accommodate a 
total of 650 students.

Previously published in the 2016 issue 
of Building the Grande Prairie & Peace 
Region, the official publication of the 
Grande Prairie Construction Association. F

By JorDyn WEGnEr 

new Whispering 
Ridge school 
in Peace Wapiti 
school District

Proposed site location for the new K-8 school in the Whispering Ridge subdivision north of 
Grande Prairie.
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The construction of the new Robert W. 
Zahara Public School in Sexsmith is fi-
nally complete.

The new school will house students 
from kindergarten to Grade 6, and 
was designed and built to replace the 
old Robert W. Zahara School, an over-
crowded and aging facility built in 1978-
79.

Construction for the new school be-
gan in September of 2014 with Jen-Col 
Construction as the general contractor 
on the project. The bridging architects 
were Workun Garrick Partnership Ar-

chitecture and Interior Design Inc., 
who brought the building to 30-per cent 
completion, and ACI Architects, an Ed-
monton firm, who handled the remain-
ing 70 per cent.

“The designs will be for the most part 
put forth by Alberta Education because 
they’re co-ordinating it, and then there 
may be some small changes within that 
design that we’re allowed to make,” says 
superintendent Sheldon Rowe in an in-
terview with the Daily Herald Tribune 
back in 2013 during the preliminary 
stages of construction.

Since then, sustainable efforts have 
been in place during the construction of 
the new facilities. The school has been 
designed and constructed according to 
LEED Silver standards – a verification 
system used to ensure the design and 
implementation of a green school, re-
sulting in the savings of energy, resourc-
es and money.

The school can accommodate 550 stu-
dents who will come from Sexsmith and 
the surrounding communities.

The $18-million school features state-
of-the-art facilities with its total core 

By JorDyn WEGnEr 

construction of new 
Robert W. Zahara 
Public school is 
now complete
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building, plus 10 modular classrooms, 
equaling approximately 4,532 square 
metres. The school’s eye-catching façade 
includes a naturally bright library with a 
curved wall of windows. Special features 
include an oversized gymnasium, large 
music room and an 11-stall bus parking 
lot, as well as separate guest and staff 
parking.

Plans were in place for administra-
tion and staff to transition buildings 

during spring break. Students returned 
for classes at the new Robert W. Zahara 
Public School on April 6, 2016.

Although students and administra-
tion moved into the new building during 
spring of 2016, the official grand open-
ing for the new building is expected to 
take place in the fall.

Previously published in the 2016 issue 
of Building the Grande Prairie & 

Peace Region, the official publication 
of the Grande Prairie Construction 
Association. F
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Construction of two new schools within 
the town of Grimshaw is giving a whole 
new meaning to the concept of “building 
a community”.

Working with the Alberta govern-
ment, the town of Grimshaw, Holy 
Family Catholic Regional Division (HF-
CRD) and Peace River School Division 
(PRSD) have been in talks about a part-
nership facility for more than a year and 
a half. Come winter of 2016-17, that 
partnership will be in full force as the 
construction of HFCRD’s K-9 school 

and the construction of PRSD’s K-12 
facility as additions onto the Mile Zero 
Regional Multiplex will be complete. 
Students will occupy the building the 
following school year.

“Building these two replacement 
schools will ensure Grimshaw students 
have the modern, well-designed learn-
ing spaces they need, and it is more 
cost-effective than modernizing the ex-
isting ones to meet today’s educational 
requirements,” says tracy Larsen, a 
spokesperson for Alberta Infrastructure.

The new K-9 Catholic facility will re-
place Holy Family School, says Dianne 
Lavoie, board chair for HFCRD. The new 
facility will be 24,000 square feet, featur-
ing 11 classrooms, plus one arts and sci-
ence lab and one music and drama space.

The new K-12 public facility will re-
place two schools for the PRSD – the 
elementary school and the junior-senior 
high school – says Darren Kuester, board 
chair with PRSD. The new school will 
be 37,000 square feet, housing approxi-
mately 550 students.

By AmAnDA LEFLEy

Mile Zero Regional 
Multiplex will soon 
be a true learning 
centre for Grimshaw
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Brian Allen, CAO for the town of 
Grimshaw, explained the logic behind 
the community partnership. In lieu of 
building two new gymnasiums, a part-
nership was formed to get maximum 
use from the town’s multiplex site, 
which features a field house, fitness cen-
tre, a walking track and an arena.

“They use our field house and fitness 
facilities during the day time, and we 
gain extra bonus facilities as a result, 
like a library and a theatre, that may 
have not been possible to have without 
this partnership,” said Allen.

Shared spaces between all three par-
ties include 3,200 square feet of career 
technology labs; a 4,500-square-foot 
public library; as well as a 4,000-square-
foot theatre. The building’s foundation 
was completed in December, while the 
steel framing began Feb. 16. Students 
will begin classes in their new schools in 
September of 2017.

“Spaces for a home economics lab 
and food services, along with a shop, 
enable us to focus on trades program-
ming for the students of Grimshaw. The 
theatre space is something that very few 
schools can give to their students, and 
it is our partnership that brought this 
development to Grimshaw,” says Lavoie.

Upon completion, the building will 
be just as unique as the partnership. 
The schools and all shared spaces will 
be connected through an 8,000-square-
foot atrium. The schools are being con-
structed to meet a LEED Silver designa-
tion from the Canada Green Building 
Council. Also, each school will have 
its own separate entrance, with its own 

identity, according to project manager 
Russ Mann of Marshall Lee Construc-
tion, the general contractor on site who 
is also responsible for the building de-
sign.

“There are separate identities for each 
phase of the school. Putting it all togeth-
er under one roof is pretty interesting,” 
says Mann.

Currently all three partners are work-
ing on developing a joint-use agree-
ment, which will determine the logistics 
of how everyone accesses the building, 
the costs each partner is responsible 
for, playground agreements, how the 
sports facilities will be shared during the 
day, and how the schools can share hu-
man resources. As part of the partner-
ship, the town of Grimshaw is obtain-
ing Kennedy Elementary School from 
Peace River School Division. Allen says 

the building will be converted into their 
administrative offices, with the intent of 
keeping the gymnasium open for public 
use. As for the junior-senior high school, 
Kuester says it has not been determined 
at this point what the building will be 
used for.

Previously published in the 2016 issue 
of Building the Grande Prairie & 
Peace Region, the official publication 
of the Grande Prairie Construction 
Association. F
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In every building there are areas that 
require specialty products. These areas 
generally have unique requirements to 
keep the space operating at full poten-
tial. In flooring, there are many areas 
that require specialty products not only 
to meet building code but also to create 
safe spaces that function properly. Arm-
strong Flooring and Johnsonite Rubber 
Flooring both have product lines that 
will help in these areas.  

Safety floors
Areas that have standing water, ramped 

floors, kitchen and entry areas all require 
safety floors. There are different types of 
safety floors, and each has a specific role. 
Safety floors come in sheet or tile formats 
and generally have carbide imbedded in 
the floor to create the grit to stop slips 
and falls. In entry and ramped areas, a 
less aggressive safety floor is perfect as 
the maintenance is easier. Armstrong 

has a product called Safety Zone Sheet 
that has the carbide pressure sensitive so 
that it feels smooth when being cleaned, 
but when walked on, the carbide pushes 
up to create a non-slip surface. In areas 
with constant standing water (base of a 
shower), a more aggressive safety floor 
should be used. In commercial kitchens 
where there is grease, vinyl safety floors 
cannot be used. The grease can actually 
break these floors down. 

Safety floor.

specialty 
flooring 
solutions

SUITE 300, 6 ROSLYN ROAD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA 

www.delcommunications.com
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Static dissipative floors
Static dissipative floors are designed 

to control static in a room. Armstrong 
has a Static Dissipative tile that dissi-
pates static charges away from people 
and equipment in order to increase 
personal comfort and safety and help 
prevent sensitive equipment damage. 
In addition to static control, SDt offers 
the practical benefits of VCt, including 
durability, ease of maintenance and low 
installed cost. SDt is designed for use 
in light industrial, education and office 
applications, including computer class-
rooms and repair labs as well as elec-
tronic testing facilities. It is important 
that the SDt comes as an installation 
system to work properly. This includes 
the glue, copper grounds and specialty 
polish.

Sports floors
In gyms and weight rooms, there is a 

definite need for specialty sports floor-

ing. Johnsonite has an amazing line of 
sports rubber floors designed for weight 
rooms and areas. When heavy free 
weights are being used in a gym and are 
dropped to the floor, something needs to 
absorb that impact. Johnsonite Replay is 
a sports floor made from recycled tires. 
Replay commercial rubber flooring is 

resistant to golf spikes, ice skate blades, 
barbells, baseball cleats and more. But 
because it’s molded from recycled rub-
ber tires, Replay is a more economical, 
environmentally conscious solution that 
doesn’t compromise on performance. 
It’s the perfect balance of performance 
and price.

Sports floor.

Buckwold Western Calgary: 

Bianca Johnny 403-869-9576 
bjohnny@buckwold.com

Buckwold Western Edmonton: 

Jim Macgregor 780-937-2998 
jmacgregor@buckwold.com

Carmen LaRose 780-916-8788 
clarose@buckwold.com

Jessica Fraleigh 780-446-8144 
jfraleigh@buckwold.com 
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Other product lines that Johnsonite 
carries is Inertia and triumph sports 
floors. Inertia and triumph differ in 
makeup but are esthetically the same. 
Inertia is a more economical version of 
triumph but is not good in areas where 
there are spikes, blades and cleats. Iner-
tia is good in areas of extreme activity: 
aerobic and workout rooms, dressing and 
locker rooms and physical therapy rooms. 
triumph is a similar to Replay. triumph 
is also impact-resistant and easy to install. 
It’s perfect for areas with free weights.

Buckwold Western is a Canadian 
family-owned and operated distribution 
company that was established in 1925 in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. There are now 
six branches located in western Canada, 
which are Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, 
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver. Buck-
wold Western is a proud distributor of 
Armstrong Flooring, Johnsonite Rubber 
Flooring, Crossville tile and many other 
independent lines available for commer-
cial and residential floor covering needs.

Please visit us online at  
www.buckwold.com. We can also be 
reached by telephone at our Calgary 
branch at (403) 279-2636 or Edmonton 
branch at (780) 447-1840. F
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EMERGENCIES

Emergencies  

Smart Response 

Event Management 

Smart Schedules
Students, teachers, staff and parents depend on schedules for a smooth school day, 

and Telecenter U makes managing those schedules virtually effortless. 

Telecenter systems make time management easy, from ringing bells to synchronizing 

clocks. Manage every schedule for every school from anywhere on your network. 

SCHEDULING

COMMUNICATIONS

 Everyday Communication  

Smart Days
With Telecenter U, live communication is simple and targeted; it’s a solution  

that can be used all day, every day. Just login on any PC with a web browser within  

your school, and you’re ready to communicate to a single location, a group of 

facilities or your entire district. 

How well your school responds during an emergency hinges in part on your crisis 

management strategy. Telecenter helps you take a proactive approach by letting you 

pre-record messages that provide instructions for different crisis scenarios. 

Whether you’re facing a lock out, lockdown, evacuation, weather emergency or any other 

situation that demands a rapid response, Telecenter systems enable you to take action 

quickly and confidently. 

For more information visit 
��a�scomm.ca now!

Telecenter U — the complete school network solution for emergencies, events and every day.


